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with furthering an ideology than ad-
vancing women’s health. Instead of lis-
tening to women, male dominance over 
women’s health care decisions has 
drowned out the most important voice 
of all—the women who face their own 
reproductive health care choices. 

I believe reproductive choices are 
deeply personal in nature and should 
rest with the woman. I believe we 
should promote education, counseling, 
and provide women with the support 
services they need, not restrict their 
medical choices. 

Thank you, Senator Wendy Davis, 
who stood up for Texas women across 
the State. The voices of women were 
heard all over the country in this de-
bate last night in the Texas Legisla-
ture, and Senator Davis fought hard 
and fought back against any efforts to 
greatly reduce and restrict women’s 
health care. And she won. 

Thank you, Senator Davis, for your 
courageous fight and well-deserved vic-
tory. Our fight to protect women’s 
health care is not over, and I look for-
ward to fighting with you, a strong 
Texas woman. 

f 

CONGRATULATING FREIHOFER’S 
BAKING COMPANY 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Freihofer’s Bak-
ing Company as it celebrates 100 years 
in business in New York’s capital re-
gion. 

After a century of contributing to 
the local economy, Freihofer’s plans to 
mark this milestone by continuing to 
give back to our community. Over the 
next year, the Albany-based baking 
company will give away up to 40,000 
loaves of bread to consumers and chari-
table organizations. 

What makes Freihofer’s a remark-
able company is quite simple: its peo-
ple. At every level, the good work done 
by the Freihofer’s team makes us all 
proud, and that is why I am on this 
floor speaking today. 

Freihofer’s has always focused on 
how best to serve our community. On 
June 1, the organization celebrated its 
35th anniversary of the Freihofer’s Run 
for Women, one of the largest and most 
prestigious all-female 5K road races, 
which stresses community health and 
involvement. 

In New York, we are proud to count 
Freihofer’s among our many successful 
businesses that boost our community 
pride just as much as local economic 
development. I congratulate 
Freihofer’s Baking Company on its 
first century of success and wish them 
many, many more years of fine baking 
to come. 
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JOBS, JOBS, JOBS 
(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s now been 906 days since I arrived in 
Congress, and the Republican leader-
ship has still not allowed a single vote 
on serious legislation to address our 
unemployment crisis. Thirty-seven 
percent of unemployed Americans have 
been without work for more than 6 
months. That’s 4.4 million people who 
haven’t worked for at least a half year. 

Take a moment to imagine life with-
out a job for 6 months. Imagine deplet-
ing your retirement savings to pay for 
your family’s food and shelter. Imagine 
the pain of facing rejection again and 
again. As researchers around the Na-
tion have demonstrated, employers 
simply do not want to hire the long- 
term unemployed. There’s a stigma 
workers just can’t shake. 

It’s up to Congress to take action. 
It’s time for us to focus on retraining 
and reemployment programs to ensure 
that we stop the establishment of a 
permanent underclass in America. The 
mantra of this Congress should be jobs, 
jobs, jobs. 
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OPPORTUNITIES AT INTERSECTION 
OF INNOVATION 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week, I hosted Democratic Leader 
NANCY PELOSI for a roundtable discus-
sion at America’s number one art and 
design school, the Rhode Island School 
of Design. It focused on creating jobs 
and the opportunities that exist at the 
intersection of innovation, technology, 
and design. 

Rhode Island is the birthplace of the 
American industrial revolution. We 
know, on a level playing field, Amer-
ican workers can compete against any 
international competitor, and that’s 
why it’s so critical that our country 
begin taking concrete steps to leverage 
these new opportunities. 

First, we need to better integrate 
curriculums on science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics, and art and 
design. Secondly, we need to think 
about using new tools, such as my 
Make It in American Manufacturing 
Act, to create manufacturing and inno-
vation jobs right here in America, espe-
cially with the emerging opportunities 
in advanced manufacturing and 3–D 
printing. 

Finally, we need to ensure that 
innovators and entrepreneurs have ac-
cess to the capital they need to pursue 
their ideas without obstacles. 

I will continue working with my col-
leagues to make these goals a reality 
and keep our country at the cutting 
edge of innovation, technology, and de-
sign. 

f 

b 1230 

FEDERAL STUDENT LOAN RATES 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 

to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge my colleagues to address the in-
crease in student loans that is about to 
happen this week. If we do not do 
something by July 1, the interest rate 
on student loans, which has been at 3.4 
percent, will double to 6.8 percent. 

Now, last year we were able to come 
together and make an accord and make 
it easier for our students to gulp and 
take those loans out so that they could 
go and get an education. 

Getting an education, teaching our 
young people science, technology, engi-
neering, mathematics, the arts, music, 
et cetera, is of national security inter-
est to this Nation. Even Secretary 
Gates said the number one issue is for 
our people to be educated. 

So we must show our students that 
we care about them, and that they too 
have a future in this Nation. I urge my 
colleagues to come together to do 
something about the student loans. 

f 

STUDENT LOAN INTEREST RATES 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, with just 5 
days left until the student loan inter-
est rates double, Congress must act 
now. If we do not, student loan interest 
rates will double overnight from 3.4 
percent to 6.8 percent. 

This will increase the cost of college 
for more than seven million students 
across this Nation and on the central 
coast of California, adding thousands of 
dollars to a student’s college bill. And 
this will not only saddle students with 
more debt, but it will hinder our grow-
ing economy. 

At a time when the cost of college 
continues to rise, we must do all that 
we can to make college as affordable as 
possible for as many students as pos-
sible. We must keep open the doors of 
opportunity for all and, in the process, 
produce a well-educated workforce that 
will grow our economy. 

That’s why I’m a proud supporter of 
legislation to keep the student rates at 
a low 3.4 percent. This legislation 
should be brought to this House floor 
for a vote immediately. 

Mr. Speaker, interest rates in other 
sectors remain low to help grow the 
economy. Why shouldn’t they remain 
low for our students? 

They are our future. 
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